April 27, 2010 From the Pastor...

Dear Friends,

We dl need to say thank you to Mike Obara who has
served as the Treasurer of the Building Fund for about ten years.
You may know that Ark and Dove has two funds; the Mission and
Ministry Fund for everyday operating expenses like heat, light and
salaries and mission and ministry expenditures like music, educa-
tion curriculum, homeless ministries etc. Maybe you didn’t know
that we have a separate building fund whose name changes every
three years or so. Mike Obara has been the Treasurer of the Build-
ing Fund when it was called Walking in Faith...Growing in Grace
(now), when it was called Foundations in Faith, when it was called
Abundant Voyage and as near as we can remember when it was
called Legacy. Wow, what atenure! By my calculations Mike has
produced over 260 financial statements for our Session and our
congregation on three different software platforms and he has pro-
vided this leadership with care, dedication, attention to detail and a
much appreciated financial hawkishness. Mike, we are grateful for your leadership and
wish you well as you explore other church endeavors. We are also grateful that Paula
Gomes has agreed to take over this essential position in our church.

Speaking of Walking in Faith...Growing in Grace, we are now approaching the
two year mark in our three year effort. One of the chief objectives of Walking in Faith
Growing in Grace was to pay our mortgages and to pay debt early. Accomplished!
We pay our four mortgages on time every month and have made severa early pay-
ments. A second chief objective was to create amajor repairs fund in the event of ma-
jor issues with the building. To date the Magjor Repair Fund has accumulated over
$24,000. Ark and Dove is a careful steward , taking care of the now and preparing for
the future. Elders Bob Stevens, David Schafer and Rich Speir have been working hard
to create a policy for the Major Repair Fund and should be done and approved by Ses-
sion soon.

A third exciting component of Walking in Faith...Growing in Grace was our
commitment to mission. We set aside ten percent of our goal for New Church Devel-
opment and a West County Habitat for Humanity Home. To date our New Church De-
velopment fund has over $5,000 set aside. This will be especially helpful to Saint An-
drews Presbyterian Church in Mount Airy which has been renting space for ten years.
Next year they plan to build and we plan to send a check for $10,000 to the Presbytery
of Baltimore to help fund their construction.

Our fund for the construction of a West County Habitat for Humanity Home
has accumulated over $20,000 of our $40,0000 goal. This $40,000 commitment has
begun to have aripple effect at Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake. Through the
hard work of members of our Mission Ministry like Kathy Emmert, Lorrie Y ates and
Vaughn Brown and members of other West County Churches and the Habitat staff; a
West County Coalition of Churches has been formed to build Habitat houses here in
West County and to otherwise support Habitat in general. Vaughn Brown in particular
has been “evangelizing” West County churches for support. We did not foresee a coa-
lition coming out of your support of Walking in Faith...Growing in Grace; the Spirit
surprised us. Your leadership in stewardship is how inspiring other churches and lev-
eraging other potential gifts of time, talent and funds. Thisis atruly terrific develop-
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Mission Ministry

What Touches Your Heart

When | agreed to serve as your mission elder, | thought
of mission as a collection of tasks or activities we were
involved in. These included the School of Music, Habitat
for Humanity, Winter Relief, Sarah’s House, Disaster Re-
lief, Ribbons of Remembrance, and the various summer
mission activities. It's a pretty impressive to do list. But if
mission isjust a collection of tasks where is the meaning?

As | started to meet with the mission team leaders, |
began to think about why someone would choose to be-
come involved in a particular mission activity. And, | be-
gan to think of the lives we touch with our mission activi-
ties. And, | thought about Ribbons of Remembrance, a
project we began because the war dead touched us. That
shifted my thinking. | decided that mission is what
touches your heart.

So here' s what touches my heart this week. I'm a dieti-
tian working in long term care. Some of those | see every
day are the stereotypical frail elderly. But, | work in Bal-
timore. Some of the residents in my two nursing homes
are young people being treated for the complications of
drug and alcohol abuse. We will patch them up and dis-
charge them, sometimes back to the streets.

Last week | visited Ms B., who has been living at the
nursing home for about eighteen months. She had just re-
turned to the nursing home following a surgical proce-
dure. Here's the story she told that touched me. She had
tried to telephone her son one night before she went to the
hospital. She transposed the telephone number and woke
up a stranger. She and the other women spoke for a few
moments. The day after she had surgery Ms. B. received
flowers with a card signed “your phone buddy.” She was
so touched by the kindness of a stranger.

My heart is touched by the residents whose faces light
up when | walk in the room. Ms W. smiles at all of us and
holds out her had so we will hold her had for a few min-
utes.

My heart is touched by the residents who suffer from
not having equal access to healthcare. Recently, | met a
man who was admitted following a stroke. The informa-
tion we received from the hospital indicated he did not
have enough money to buy his blood pressure medicine.

Let me know what touches your heart so we can grow
our mission work.

Kathy Emmert, Mission Elder

Board of Deacons

Taking Care of Our Own

The Deacons Fund, while
strictly confidential, isaway for
the congregation to help indi-
vidual members who are in fi-
nancial need or who have ex-
perienced aloss. The Fund is maintained through
donations and the Deacons Diner. |s God calling
you to minister to Ark and Dove members in this
way? If so please consider donating to the Dea
cons Fund during the month of April.

Serving Christ
by Serving Others

Prayer Concerns

Please keep the following people in your
prayersthisweek:

Dot Bruno; Les Dabbs,; Chrissie White; Alta
Paronto; Katie Taylor; Gwenda Fletcher
who is awaiting test results and Gwenda's
mother is undergoing chemo; Baby James
who was born prematurely and a young man
with addiction issues.

The love and sympathy of the congregation
goes out to Susan Thompson on the death of
her father, Bill Ferguson and to Patrick
Thompson on the death of his cousin,
Ronald Payette.

ARK AND DOVE’S
M I1SSION STATEMENT

Ark & Doveisa
community of disciples

that embodies the
life & spirit of Jesus Christ
so that lives are transformed
and God'sdream is carried
into the world.



The APB

Dear Friends,

During this Easter Season as we celebrate the risen Christ | am reminded of the power of the body of Christ. Dur-
ing my first week, I’ ve witnessed the commitment of our leaders at the L eadership Retreat as they dreamed big for
our congregation. Their dedication and passion for Ark and Dove only reinforced my belief that thisis a different
kind of church. A church where all are cared for as witnessed by the service of our Deacons which caught my at-
tention as they helped to celebrate a new life, a new marriage, and cared for a member as she grieved the loss of
her father. And | was blessed to be the recipient of such care from many members throughout my transition, which
can be challenging. From my office layout to the logistics of ministry, | was welcomed with warmth, laughter, and
generosity.

| look forward to our ministry together as we look ahead and vision the future of our church. And in an effort for
me to get a better understanding of one part of our Christian Education, for the next few Sundays | will be leaving
one of the services with the children in order to attend Sunday School. 1n the upcoming weeks | will also be meet-
ing with team leaders and elders.

It is an exciting time as we all seek to live out our lives as disciples of Jesus Christ. May God'’s love carry you

throughout the coming days.

Peace,
Michelle

Music Director’s Notes

The Children's Choirs (and al other children interested) will begin
rehearsing a Spring musical. Thisis astory of alittle league base-
ball team of kids. The team, called "The Giants’, have just won
their game, and they are worried about their next big game where
they will be facing the Phillies. Synopsis. "They have the biggest,
baddest, battling line-up in the area. Then, they find out that Zach, a
bully and former Phillie, will be joining their team. Zach arrives
and throws their only ball over the fence. They climb through a
loose board and discover the LAND OF THE GIANTS, where
grass towers over their heads and soda cans are bigger than barrels.
Hopper, a coal critter, introduces the kids to people from the Bible
who, though small, were giants of the faith. Y our children will dis-
cover the message of courage and faith in God and his Son, Jesus.
Jump the fence and join us in the LAND OF THE GIANTS!" If
your child is interested, please send me an email at RebeccaE-
Bell@gmail.com, see me after a Sunday service, or just come to
Children's Choir rehearsals on Thursday evenings beginning next
week. | will be auditioning the lead parts, so the sooner | know
who wants to be a part of the musical, the better. Congratulations
to the new Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Judy Cooper! The wedding was
beautiful and it was ajoy to be apart of. | also gave avery success-
ful recital this week at the University of Maryland, so thank you to
everyone for the positive thoughts and encouragement!

With Love,
Rebecca

Band Banter

| thought it would be nice this week to tell you about
a fantastic classical guitarist who is aso a Christian
(I'm not the only one!). His name is Christopher
Parkening, and | just wanted to tell you alittle about
his story.

Christopher had a fantastic career from a very
early age. At the age 19, he had already signed with
Capitol Records for 6 discs, started a guitar program
a the University of Southern Californiain Los An-
geles, and toured under Columbia Artists Manage-
ment, which had him playing 90 concerts on every
continent on earth.

By the age of 30, though, he had become so dis-
illusioned from the stress of the business, he quit
everything and moved to a ranch in Montana to ba-
sicaly live a life of seclusion. It was during this
time that he found God, and has since found new
love for music and life. Itisagreat story, and if you
would like to learn more, just go to

God Bless,
Mark
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