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PREPARATORY PRAYER 
O gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek you,  
wisdom to perceive you, and patience to wait for you.  
Grant us, O God, a mind to meditate on you;  
eyes to behold you; ears to listen for your word;  
a heart to love you; and a life to proclaim you;  
through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

—Attributed to Benedict of Nursia (c. 480–c. 547) 
 
PRELUDE  

Christians, We Have Met to Worship                                      - William Morre, arr. M. Hayes 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF SCRIPTURE                      
 
INVOCATION  
Let us come away for a while and worship the Holy One, the giver of life. 
Let us, like Jesus, withdraw to a deserted place.  



Then may we like Jacob find the courage to wrestle with God.  
May we, like Jesus, discover we are not alone. 
May we, like the crowds, find our souls restored and feel God’s spirit of new life. 
May we be startled by the power of the Holy Spirit.         
And may we walk into the world with not too much of a limp, 
For to strive with God has its consequences. 
 

HYMN NO. 833 
 O Love, That Wilt Not Let Me Go                                     - George Matheson 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on a prayer by Ted Loder in Wrestling the Light)   
Wise God, as with your servant Jacob, give us courage: to confront ourselves honestly; to jettison 
the pretense and get to the real; to act justly with those close to us and advocate justice for those 
who are distant; to work to heal what is injured in our lives; and to celebrate the wondrous rest.  O 
God, forgive us for thinking that we can hide from you.  Lead us in the way of trust, and accompany 
us into the awe, or ache, so deep that we are forced to sort out what matters.  Help us to be open to 
and to listen for your grace that defies logic.  By your Holy Spirit, transform our lives and stir us to 
bless others, even now as we come to you in the silence….   
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
RESPONSE 

All the People Said Amen                             - Matt Maher, Paul Moak & Trevor Morgan 
 
WELCOME, LIVE-STREAM CHECK-IN, AND JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
THE OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

Cast My Cares                                                                  - Alli Rogers and Tim Timmons 
 

 DEDICATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, ELECTRONIC AND ONLINE GIVING 
 

RESPONSE NO. 609                     (congregation may stand) 
 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                       - Lasst uns Erfreuen 

 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING  Genesis 32:22-31 
 
GOSPEL READING     Matthew 14:13-21 
 
RESPONSE 
Leader:    The Word of God.      
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                             “Wrestling with Solitude and the Crowds”                        - Tim Stern 
 
THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, debts & debtors)    

 



CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)               - Matt Crocker, Joel Houston & Salomon Ligthelm 

 
THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 
CLOSING MUSIC 

Whisper a Prayer                                                                              - Dr. Elton T. Byrd 
 

*** 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP Sunday Fellowship after the live-stream church service continues! Via a 
ZOOM meeting, of course. If you'd like to join in for some light conversation and have a chance to 
see some familiar faces, simply send an email to fellowship@arkanddove.org to request an 
invitation. We will then send you a link to the Zoom meeting. You only need to do this one time, 
and you can use the same link each week. The meetings begin around 11:15 each Sunday. It will 
be great to "see" you! Nicole Howe, nicolehowe123@gmail.com. 
 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING: CHURCH SURVEY Every three to five years, Ark and Dove engages in a 
process of review, assessment and goal-development. This year we will be using the Church 
Assessment Tool (CAT) to help gauge the strength, vitality and trends at Ark and Dove. The 
information gathered from this assessment will be essential to planning the future of our church, 
and the long-range team is looking for your input to complete this work! You will receive an email, 
in early August, with a unique link to the CAT. (To request a paper copy, please email 
admin@arkanddove.org.) In completing the survey, we ask that you resist the temptation of 
discussing it, or your answers, with anyone else, as this may influence the candidness of the 
responses. All answers are strictly anonymous, so please feel free to honestly share your 
perceptions, opinions and experiences. How we plan our future is dependent on your involvement, 
so the long-range planning team looks very forward to your full participation! Questions? Please 
contact Chris Fox via email at foxychris3@gmail.com. 
 
LOGOS SURVEY The LOGOS planning team sent out an email this week to families and volunteers 
about the upcoming 2020-2021 year. If you or your family is interested in participating 
in LOGOS (our weekly children and youth program), please fill out this brief survey by July 
28th. Thank you! 
 
JESUS AND THE DISINHERITED: A RETREAT The late Congressman John Lewis called Howard 
Thurman the “patron saint” of the Civil Rights Movement. Both Pastors Tim and Jon have preached 
on Rev. Thurman in the past. The Shalem Institute is now providing their course on Howard 
Thurman for free to help people be grounded spiritually in the fight for racial 
justice. Contact info@shalem.org with questions. Enter the self-guided retreat day here. 

 
SUMMER BIBLE CLUB Through August 14, 2020 This summer, Ark and Dove Presbyterian 
Church is holding a virtual Summer Bible Club. Registration is open to K-8th grade students (grade 
completed). The program "On Earth As in Heaven" invites us to (re)-experience the Lord's Prayer 
and to see the connections between prayer and service in the world. Weekly videos starting on 
July 13 introduce the theme with a skit, music, and Bible story.  On Thursday nights, children will 
meet with their age group for a live Zoom call featuring activities and conversation relating to our 
theme. Register today at www.ArkandDove.org. Questions? Christina Nelson, 
christinajoy87(at)gmail.com or Linda Lewis, lclewis022(at)gmail.com. 
 

https://www.genonministries.org/pages/logos-all-about-logos
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemAgH5dvSI64SUCE1_FxXU5H_JcmW-0tO3GcrUUtblw6ya-g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://shalem.org/programs/online/howard-thurman-quiet-day-2-jesus-and-the-disinherited/
mailto:info@shalem.org
https://shalem.org/thurman2/
https://www.arkanddove.org/page/180010855/180034012/VACATION-BIBLE-SCHOOL
https://arkanddove.breezechms.com/form/4d8be56318
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A9-13&version=NRSV
http://www.arkanddove.org/


MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER BOOK CLUB As part of our Summer Bible Club, Ark and Dove Middle 
School youth are invited to join a discussion of the book Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by 
Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi. We will meet weekly for five weeks to discuss the book from a 
faith perspective. Several are already in. Want to join? Please contact Pastor Jon 
(jnelson@arkanddove.org). 
 
SUMMER BOOK DISCUSSION Pastor Jon and I have picked a novel for this summer's book 
discussion that we are certain you are going to love: James McBride's "Deacon King Kong."  NPR 
described this novel, which is set in the south Brooklyn projects in the late 1960s, as "a narrative 
about flawed, poor people navigating an ugly, racist world and trying their best with the help of 
God, each other, or the bottle; their stories are unique, but the struggles are universal — and that 
makes this a novel about all of us." The Zoom discussion will take place this Tuesday, August 4, 
7pm. Please email Kim Champagne at kim.champagne@gmail.com for the meeting code.  

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL Summer Sunday School for Elementary aged children will 
continue using the Holy Moly program from 9am to 9:30am on Sunday mornings.  If you are 
interested in teaching or being the second adult on zoom, please contact Julie Devers at 
jbdevers@gmail.com.   

 
FRIENDLY SENIORS TEA Thursdays at 3:00 pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Tim 
(tstern@arkanddove.org) to receive an invitation. 

 
LIVESTREAM EQUIPMENT, SUBSCRIPTION AND SERVICES FEES The streaming services fund 
connects us during our most trying times through livestream and Zoom. Worship services and 
programs can now be viewed through livestream and Zoom when in person participation is not 
possible. Thank you for contributing to this crucial fund that strengthens our church home and our 
whole community. Please donate online or text an amount followed by stream to 410-983-3481. 
 
ARTWORK Jacob Wrestling with the Angel by Peter Paul Rubens 

 
                              

*** 
Welcome!  We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us! Join us again, on livestream, every Sunday at 10:00 am. 

 

Lay Reader: Brian Boudreau 
Greeter: Scott and Savannah Howe 

 

DONATE ONLINE!  
Or TEXT your donations! 410-983-3481 

Text give to get started. Text commands for more options. 
 

 8424 Piney Orchard Parkway  Odenton, Maryland 21113, www.arkanddove.org, 410-674-6400 
 

TIMOTHY STERN – PASTOR                                                                            JONATHAN NELSON – ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
MARGARET MCGILLIVRAY– DIRECTOR OF MUSIC                                          PATRICK SISE –  DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC          
PASTOR BETSY BAER – PARISH ASSOCIATE                                                                                                                    
PASTORS CAROLINE PRICE-GIBSON AND STEPHEN PRICE-GIBSON – PARISH ASSOCIATES                                     ONE LICENSE #A-713332 
KARLA KOLL, COSTA RICA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                                                                                 CCLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 813863 
REV. ELIANE MENEZES, CEDEPCA, GUATEMALA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                     CVLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 501557220 

 
 
 

 

https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUk5wltrHzqST7ZIG9k7kug/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUk5wltrHzqST7ZIG9k7kug/
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
http://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855

