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SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION 
 

Like an eagle you call us to fly.  Like a mother bear you protect us.  
Like a rock you are our fortress.  Eternal one, Great Healer of body 
and soul, Fountain of Life; we have wandered, but we have 
returned.  We have carved out this time to re-center our souls in 
the wonder and compassion that flows from your life-giving 
radiance.  Open our hearts to your awe.  Open our ears to your 
word.  Open our minds to your wisdom, that we might truly 
worship, that we might allow ourselves to be transformed, that we 
might be strengthened to join you in the healing of humanity and 
the earth.  As Jesus fed the crowds, may we be fed today.  Amen. 
 
 
 



NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 25, 2021   10:30 a.m.  

 
 
PREPARATORY MUSIC 
  

THE PRESENTATION OF SCRIPTURE 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader:   May the peace of God rest upon our busy lives, so that we may be quieted into  
     prayer and stirred to worship with joy. 
 
People:  May the love of God flow through our worship words that they may be  
 alive with opportunities for growth.           
         
Leader:  May the grace of God seek your need and may the restless gospel set your  

 hearts afire. 
 
People:  May the strength of the Holy One nurture our souls, as we lift our  
 attention high. 
 

HYMN NO. 498                                             (congregation may stand) 
 Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken                        - B.F. White 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy One, we confess that our understanding of you is too small.  We put you in tiny 
crosses and drape you around our necks.  We build little boxy sanctuaries, while you 
speak galaxies into existence.  We buy knick-knacks and arrange them on our shelves 
as if you are a chess piece to be put into play.  We assign you gender, as if we know.  We 
call you king and father and mother, yet all our kings, mothers and fathers are as 
human and flawed as we are.  Our minds are held captive by the minuscule.  Shake us 
lose and free us from our spiritual prisons, for it is only when we stand in awe that we 
can accept your expansive clemency and your healing grace.  Into the silence we step, 
hoping that you might stretch us. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
RESPONSE NO. 581                                                 (congregation may stand) 
 Glory Be to the Father                                                                - Henry Greatorex 
 
WELCOME, LIVE-STREAM CHECK-IN, AND JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  
  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 



HYMN                                                              (congregation may stand) 
 Mountaintop                                 - Elias Dummer, Eric Fusilier, et al. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING   2 Samuel 11:1-15 
 
GOSPEL READING     John 6:1-15 

 

RESPONSE 
Leader:    The Word of God.      
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                “In the Spring of the Year, When Kings Go Out to Battle”         -  Tim Stern 
 

THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, debts & debtors)    
 
THE OFFERING  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 O Lord God                       - Pavel Tschesnokov, arr. C Mudd 

Brian Boudreau, Shona Goldberg-Leopold, Amy Horn, Jennifer Kempe, Austin Larson, 
Margaret McGillivray, Selena Maytum, Brad Tatum, Larry Williams, horns 

 

RESPONSE                                      (congregation may stand) 
 Doxology                        - Chris Cleveland and Thomas Ken 
 

DEDICATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, ELECTRONIC AND ONLINE GIVING 
 

HYMN NO. 526                                                                          (congregation may stand) 
 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                - LINSTEAD (Jamaican) 
 
THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                               (congregation may stand)  
 

POSTLUDE  
 Once Upon a Rainy Day                 - Jubing Kristianto 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Offerings are received at the sanctuary entrance. Thank you! 
 

VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP You're welcome to join us for a fellowship call over Zoom! The 
call will begin at 11:45. Please email fellowship@arkanddove.org to receive an invitation. 
 

WOODSIDE GARDENS Anne Arundel Connecting Together (ACT) has helped the 
residents of Woodside Gardens in Annapolis to organize to fight the extreme neglect of 
their apartments: mold, crashing ceilings rotting walls, vermin. Please join us for the 
Residents Independence Day and the founding of a residents’ association on Saturday, 



July 31, 11:00am-12:00pm at Woodside Gardens Apartments, 702 Newtown Dr. 
Annapolis.  Ark and Dove has pledged at least 10 people will attend.  We need YOU!  
Contact Shirley Fuller (sffuller@mac.com) for more information. 
 

MYTHBUSTERS Is heaven a gated community of mansions and streets of gold? Will a 
certain number of people be taken up to heaven in the end times? Did God dictate 
Scripture to scribes? Is a horned devil responsible for human evil? Join us on Sunday 
mornings to explore some of these myths of Christianity and bust them! There is no 
homework or lecture. We will gather at 9:15 am on August 1st, August 15th, and 
August 29th. (Parents, this class will happen at the same time as Summer Sunday 
School.) Come as you are. Pastor Jon Nelson, jnelson@arkanddove.org  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL We are excited for Summer Sunday School outside at 9:15 
am every other Sunday. Our next class is Sunday, August 1. We will share a fun story, 
create a craft, and play games. Parents, you can join our adult Christian education class 
that happens at the same time. Any questions? Contact Christian Education Elder, Sara 
Fox at christianed@arkanddove.org.  
 
HEALING THROUGH GRIEF GROUP Pastor Tim, Cathy Debus, and Linnie Girdner will be 
co-facilitating the next Healing through Grief group on Wednesday, August 11, 7pm, 
again as a Zoom meeting. The Healing through Grief small group is open to anyone 
attending Ark and Dove, and their family, who have experienced the death of a loved one, 
whether it is recent or a long time ago.  Contact Linnie Girdner for the Zoom invitation 
(girdnerlinda@gmail.com). 
 
SUMMER BOOK CLUB: AUGUST SELECTION The Summer Book Club August selection 
is "A Lesson Before Dying", which is described as "a deep and compassionate novel about 
a young man who returns to 1940s Cajun country to visit a black youth on death row for 
a crime he didn't commit. Together they come to understand the heroism of resisting." 
Having seen this book on some young adult reading lists, you may consider reading this 
with your older teen. Join us on Zoom on Tuesday, August 17, 7:30 pm. Contact Kim 
Champagne (kim.champagne@gmail.com) or Pastor Jon (jnelson@arkanddove.org) if 
you are interested in joining us! 
 

CHRISTIAN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM The mission ministry continues to collect food for 
the Christian Assistance Program (CAP) West County food pantry in Severn. Donations 
can be left at church on the table just inside the front door or in the covered picnic area. 
The items needed most are cereal (hot and cold), tomato products (such as canned 
tomatoes and pasta sauce), and rice and rice sides (maximum two pounds, please). For 
more information, please contact Greg Makar (GLMakar@juno.com). 
 
GENTLY USED BOOKS NEEDED The Anne Arundel Literacy Council is collecting gently 
used books for a Book Fair it is holding this October. This is the perfect opportunity for 
you to clean out your bookshelves, recycle those books you no longer need/want, and 
support a great community organization. For more information about the Literacy 
council, visit: www.icanread.org. A box for book collection will be in the church lobby, but 

mailto:christianed@arkanddove.org


you can also contact Wendy Wellington (wmwelli64@gmail.com) to make other 
arrangements for pickup, or if you'd like more information about the Literacy Council. 
 

 
Special thanks to Karen Dodson, piano. 

 
 

*** 
Welcome!  We hope you enjoyed worshiping with us! Join us again, every Sunday, 10:30 am for in-person 

and livestream worship service and every other Sunday, 9:15 am, for outdoor worship service. Would you like 
a pastor to contact you? Would you like to learn more about Ark and Dove? Please send a note to 

admin@arkanddove.org. 
 

We are a Matthew 25 church and a More Light church! 
 

Ministry Leaders  
Liturgist – Brian Boudreau 

 

DONATE ONLINE!  
Or TEXT your donations! 410-983-3481 

Text give to get started. Text commands for more options. 
 

8424 Piney Orchard Parkway, Odenton, Maryland 21113, www.arkanddove.org, 410-674-6400 
 

TIMOTHY STERN – PASTOR                                                                                                  JONATHAN NELSON – ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
MARGARET MCGILLIVRAY– DIRECTOR OF MUSIC                                                             PATRICK SISE – DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC          
PASTOR BETSY BAER – PARISH ASSOCIATE                                                                                                                                      ONE LICENSE #A-713332 
PASTORS CAROLINE PRICE-GIBSON AND STEPHEN PRICE-GIBSON – PARISH ASSOCIATES                               
KARLA KOLL, COSTA RICA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                                                                                   CCLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 813863 
REV. ELIANE MENEZES, CEDEPCA, GUATEMALA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                      CVLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 501557220 

https://www.arkanddove.org/site/calgrid.asp?sec_id=180010855
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https://www.youtube.com/c/ArkandDove/videos
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https://mlp.org/
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