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SILENT MEDITATION 

 

Even while we are apart from one another, O God, we trust that you are not far from each of 
us (Acts 17:27). Ancient witness attests that you formed us and gave us breath. Apostles 
proclaim that you are in and among us. They declare that you sent your Son to close the 
distance between us. Disciples, then and now, teach us that you are with us today and 
always. Grant us the faith we require for this hour. Give us the love we need for this day. Fill 
us with hope for tomorrow. Amen. 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Single Service  

May 17, 2020    10:00 a.m.  



 
 
PRELUDE 

Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee                - John B. Dykes/J.S. Bach; arr. Cindy Berry 
 
THE PRESENTATION OF SCRIPTURE                      
 
INVOCATION (Book of Common Worship) 
O God, you are infinite, 
eternal and unchangeable,  
glorious in holiness, 
full of love and compassion, 
abundant in grace and truth. 
Your works everywhere praise you,  
and your glory is revealed 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Therefore we praise you, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN NO. 12  (vv 1-3)  
 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                               - St. Denio 
 
EASTER PRAYER OF PRAISE    
God of the living: 
You made the world and everything in it. 
You breathe life and love into all people. 
You free persons caught in captivity. 
You lead the lonely into community. 
You inspire the fearful to be faithful. 
You teach disciples to be truthful. 
You raise the dead into life eternal. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Amen. 
 
RESPONSE  

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)                        - Matt Redman & Jonas Myrin 
 
WELCOME, LIVE-STREAM CHECK-IN, AND JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
THE OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
 If Ye Love Me                                                                                                  - Thomas Tallis 
 

 DEDICATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, ELECTRONIC AND ONLINE GIVING 
 
RESPONSE 

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow                                        - Genevan Psalter 
 



PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  
 
GOSPEL READING       John 14:15-21 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING  Acts 17:22-31 
 
RESPONSE 
Leader:    The Word of God.      
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                                  “What We Cannot Control”                         - Jon Nelson 
 
THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, debts & debtors)    

 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
 Forever                                                                                                       - Chris Tomlin 

 

THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 
CLOSING MUSIC 
 Sunburst                                - Andrew York 

Mark Edwards, guitar 
 

*** 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

SEND US YOUR SELFIES Although Gov. Hogan has cautiously announced that Maryland is 
entering phase 1 of reopening, Ark and Dove will continue livestreaming (please see Pastor Tim's 
Arkive letter and County Executive Steuert Pittman's executive order) . We all miss seeing each 
other, so please submit selfies of you and your families, so we can share during worship. We 
especially love seeing how you are worshiping! In front of the TV? On the phone at the kitchen 
counter? Little ones in jammies? Please send photos to admin@arkanddove.org. Ellen Makar, 
Worship Elder, eemakar@aol.com 
 
HEALING THROUGH GRIEF DURING QUARANTINE Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. Matthew 5:4 Pastor Tim and I will be co-facilitating the next Healing through Grief 
group on Wednesday, May 26 at 7 pm again as a Zoom meeting. The Healing through Grief 
small group is open to anyone attending Ark and Dove and their family, who have experienced the 
death of a loved one, whether it is recent or a long time ago. While quarantining during COVID-19, 
many have found grieving for lost loved ones, even from years ago, a difficult thing to bear. There 
will be another meeting on June 10.  
 

Let me know if you have the slightest inclination to attend on May 26th, so that we can send you 
the link to the Zoom meeting. If you change your mind later, no problem. Also, let me know if you 
have not used Zoom before, so that we can provide you with some information in advance. Any 
questions, contact Pastor Tim Stern at timsstern@gmail.com or 410-674-6400 or Linnie Girdner 
at girdnerlinda@gmail.com or 410-999-7892. 
 

Let's be there for one another in this new way of healing through grief. If you need to talk with 
someone prior to that date, feel free to give me a call or contact your Deacon. (To keep the 

https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/county-executive-pittman-announces-progress-toward-phase-1-of-roadmap-to-recovery
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/cpage.asp?cpage_id=180100517&sec_id=180010855


growing group at the appropriate size for deep sharing, we are sorry to say that it will not be open 
to neighbors and friends unless they have participated in the past. I am happy to provide referrals 
to other community resources.) 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH ZOOM GAMES AND BIBLE LESSONS We hope children and youth will 
join us for our opportunities to play zoom games and share lessons of faith.  
  

 Senior High Fellowship, Sunday @ 5 pm 
 Middle School Fellowship, Tuesday @ 5:30 pm 
 Kindergarten through 5th Grade, Wednesday @ 5 pm 

  
Please check your e-mail for the zoom links. For security reasons, we will not post them publicly. 
Any questions? Email Pastor Jon (jgnelson1985@gmail.com) or Julie Devers 
(jbdevers@gmail.com). 
 
GODLY PLAY Our Sunday school program for Kindergarten through 5th grade, takes place via 
zoom on Sunday mornings at 9am. Amy Tardiff leads our Godly Play program. Our host welcomes 
the children, the storyteller tells a story and then leads the children in reflection and wondering. If 
you have any questions about Godly Play or would like to be put on our list to receive zoom 
invitations, please contact Julie Devers, Christian Education Elder, at jbdevers@gmail.com. 

 

SAMARITANS TODAY is a stewardship effort of Ark and Dove and our response to the adverse 
economic impact the coronavirus pandemic is taking locally. The Samaritan took care of the 
traveler and the innkeeper as he would have family. As Samaritans, those of us that are able can 
acknowledge the blessings we have and affirm our Christian beliefs with generosity that meets the 
needs of our church, our church family, and our community. Funds will first be allocated to 
support and sustain Ark and Dove’s ability to provide continuous ministry, as well as our ability to 
conduct weekly services and activities online. The good news here is that pledged giving for the 
first four months of 2020 is the best it has ever been. Thank you for your commitment and 
generosity. Funds in excess of foundational needs will be directed towards members of our church 
community who are in need and to local food programs, as directed and managed by our session, 
pastors, mission ministry and deacons. Our goals are to help families and prevent hunger. At least 
50% of the offering will go to food pantries, food delivery and feeding programs. Today is the day 
that you can be a Samaritan. Donate according to your ability, so that we may help heal the weary 
and feed the hungry during these unprecedentedly turbulent times. Please donate online or text 
an amount followed by GoodSam to 410-983-3481. 
 

MIDWEEK PRAYER Join us for brief service of prayer, Wednesday at 8:30 pm to 8:45 pm. This is a 
great way to end your day in thanksgiving and supplication. Connect on Zoom, Wednesdays, 8:30 
pm. 

 

LIVESTREAM EQUIPMENT, SUBSCRIPTION AND SERVICES FEES The streaming services fund 
connects us during our most trying times through livestream and Zoom. Worship services and 
programs can now be viewed through livestream and Zoom when in person participation is not 
possible. Thank you for contributing to this crucial fund that strengthens our church home and our 
whole community. Please donate online or text an amount followed by stream to 410-983-3481. 
 

THE LOBBY Tune in to worship a little early and catch up on church life! We are streaming a short 
video, The Lobby, every Sunday morning around 9:50 to fill you in on what's happening around 
Ark and Dove, outside of Sunday worship. Turns out, it's a lot! Join Brian Boudreau and other 
church leaders to catch up in The Lobby. On the Ark and Dove YouTube channel. Ellen Makar, 
worship elder, eemakar@aol.com 

https://www.arkanddove.org/donate/180010855
https://www.arkanddove.org/donate/180010855
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://zoom.us/j/93327935081?pwd=V2lPWE5JdkMrRXBJUk9LbThHYzhsUT09
https://zoom.us/j/93327935081?pwd=V2lPWE5JdkMrRXBJUk9LbThHYzhsUT09
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUk5wltrHzqST7ZIG9k7kug/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUk5wltrHzqST7ZIG9k7kug/
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUk5wltrHzqST7ZIG9k7kug
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUk5wltrHzqST7ZIG9k7kug
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUk5wltrHzqST7ZIG9k7kug


 
FRIENDLY SENIORS TEA Thursdays at 3:00 pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Tim 
(admin@arkanddove.org) to receive an invitation. 

 

MAY BOOK CLUB Join us as we read Naamah by Sarah Blake, a contemporary re-telling of the 
Flood Narrative in Genesis, told from Naamah's point of view, the wife of Noah. We will gather 
virtually on the evening of May 26, 7pm, to discuss the book. Please let Pastor Jon know if you plan 
to join (jgnelson1985@gmail.com). 
 

IN THE SAME STORM BUT NOT THE SAME BOAT This pandemic has made starker the line 
between those with privilege and those that are vulnerable. It has also left many of us feeling like 
there is nothing we can do to help our neighbor without risking our health or the health of those 
we love. We can feel hopeless and overwhelmed watching the suffering of so many from the 
sidelines. Luckily we live in an era when technology can bridge some of that gap. At Ark and Dove 
we have been able to participate in worship service, collective prayer, and bible study via zoom. 
And we can give our offering online too. Similarly we can also help our neighbors via the internet.  
If you are able to, Lighthouse is still in need of monetary and in-kind donations. You can find their 
list of needed supplies at , and you can help meet http://www.annapolislighthouse.org/needs
those needs while social distancing. Light House has updated their list to include grocery stores 
that will deliver directly to them. Just click on the link search for the items requested, pay and 
have items delivered directly to their address (10 Hudson Street, Annapolis, MD 21401). - 
Christina Cosio, c.cosiofutch@gmail.com 
                              

*** 
Welcome!  We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us! Join us again, on livestream, every Sunday at 10:00 am, 

and midweek prayer services, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00 pm on Zoom!   
 

Greeter:  Scott Howe 
 

DONATE ONLINE!  
Or TEXT your donations! 410-983-3481 

Text give to get started. Text commands for more options. 
 

 8424 Piney Orchard Parkway  Odenton, Maryland 21113, www.arkanddove.org, 410-674-6400 
 

TIMOTHY STERN – PASTOR                                                                            JONATHAN NELSON – ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
MARGARET MCGILLIVRAY– DIRECTOR OF MUSIC                                          PATRICK SISE –  DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC          
PASTOR BETSY BAER – PARISH ASSOCIATE                                                                                                                    
PASTORS CAROLINE PRICE-GIBSON AND STEPHEN PRICE-GIBSON – PARISH ASSOCIATES                                     ONE LICENSE #A-713332 
KARLA KOLL, COSTA RICA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                                                                                 CCLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 813863 
REV. ELIANE MENEZES, CEDEPCA, GUATEMALA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                     CVLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 501557220 

http://www.annapolislighthouse.org/needs
http://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855

