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PRAYER FOR THE DAY (Presbyterian Mission) 
Holy God, by your Word and Spirit, come and transform your church to be a living 
sign of your love for the world —where the poor are filled with good things, the 
dividing walls are broken down, and the dead are raised to new life; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

 



 

 

 
PRELUDE 
           Crown Him with Many Crowns                                               -Matthew Bridges, arr. Cindy Berry  
 
THE PRESENTATION OF SCRIPTURE                      
 
INVOCATION (Psalm 100) 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
Worship the LORD with gladness; 
    come into his presence with singing. 
Know that the LORD is God. 
    It is he that made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise. 
    Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
For the LORD is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever, 
    and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
HYMN NO. 766 

                          The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound                                           -African American Spiritual 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Presbyterian Mission) 
Merciful God, we confess that we have wandered  
from your way of truth and life.  
You call us to share all that we have  
and work together for the common good, 
but we hoard up treasures for ourselves 
and deny others their daily bread.  
 
You call us to set the captives free  
and seek justice for the oppressed, 
but we live in fear of our neighbors 
and hide ourselves from our own kin.  
 
You call us to walk in newness of life  
and to be witnesses to the resurrection, 
but we dwell in the valley of dry bones 
and keep silent about your saving love. 
 
Forgive us, God of grace. 
Set us free from sin, death and fear 
so that we may serve you with gladness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
In the worship silence, 
we offer our personal confession. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 



 
 
RESPONSE                      
 Glory Be to the Father                                                                                               - Henry Greatorex 
                           
WELCOME, LIVE-STREAM CHECK-IN, AND JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION                                                   -Sy Hughes, Presbyterian Mission Agency 
 
LITANY OF COMMITMENT  (Presbyterian Mission) 
Jesus says: Repent,  
for the realm of heaven has come near.  
 
I invite you, in the name of Christ,  
to turn from what is evil and turn to what is good, 
rejecting all that is contrary to the gospel 
and embracing the vision of the Matthew 25 church. 
 
Do you renounce  
the evils of systemic poverty and economic exploitation? 
We renounce them!  
 
Will you devote yourself 
to doing justice, loving kindness, 
and walking humbly with your God? 
We will, with God’s help. 
 
Do you renounce  
the sins of structural racism and white supremacy? 
We renounce them! 
 
Will you devote yourself 
to breaking down the walls of hostility 
that separate us from one another? 
We will, with God’s help. 
 
Do you renounce 
the ways of fear, isolation and scarcity in the church? 
We renounce them!  
 
Will you devote yourself  
to the church’s teaching and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers?  
We will, with God’s help. 
 

THE OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

Now Thank We All Our God                                         -Johann Kruger, arr. Richard Walters 
Kiana Cobb, mezzo-soprano 



 
 DEDICATION OF OUR 2021 PLEDGES  AND OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS & ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 
 RESPONSE                    
  The Doxology                                                                         -  William B. Abernathy & Patrick Sise 
 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  
 
GOSPEL READINGS                                             Matthew 5:1-12 

                                                                                              Matthew 25:31-46 
                                

 
RESPONSE 
Leader:    The Word of God.      
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                               “On Videotape”                                              - Jon Nelson 
 
THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, debts & debtors)    

 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
             God, You Reign                                                                                     - Lincoln Brewster & Mia Fields 

                        
THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 
CLOSING MUSIC 
              Andante Sostenuto                                                                            -Mauro Giuliani      

 
 

*** 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Matthew 25 in the PC (USA): 
A bold vision and invitation 

We are a Matthew 25 church! 
Our congregation has accepted the PC (USA)'s invitation to follow Jesus' teachings in Matthew 
25:31-46 by becoming active disciples and making a difference in our community and the world. 
As part of our Matthew 25 commitment, we pledge to embrace one or more of these three areas of 
focus: 
• Building congregational vitality by deepening and energizing our faith and growing as 
joyful leaders and disciples actively engaged with our community as we share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in word and deed. 
• Dismantling structural racism by fearlessly applying our faith to advocate and break down 
the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of 
people of color. 
• Eradicating systemic poverty by acting on our beliefs and working to change laws, policies, 
plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor. 
 
To learn more and for ideas on how to get involved and do your vital part as a member of a 
Matthew 25 church, please visit pcusa.org/matthew25 . 
 



Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Presbyterian Mission 

 
1st Sunday of Advent with communion 

Let There Be Light, November 29 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
The Lord Is My Light, December 6 

                           
3rd Sunday of Advent 

The People Who Walked In Darkness Have Seen A Great Light, December 13 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Arise Your Light Has Come, December 20                

  
Christmas Eve Children’s Service, December 24, 4:00 pm livestream 

Lanterns and Luminaries, December 24, 5:30 pm church grounds 
Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 7:00 pm livestream            

 
ADVENT WREATHS AVAILABLE Logos and the Worship Ministry want to help each Ark and Dove 
family feel connected as we prepare for Christmas during ADVENT. We would like to give each Ark 
and Dove family an Advent wreath, so we can all light candles at home and count down toward 
Christmas. Please click here for a link to sign up to receive a wreath, let us know if you want it 
delivered, or if you can help deliver to other A&D families. If you do not sign up to have a wreath 
delivered, you can pick it up at church starting on Nov. 29 (more details to follow)." 
And here is a link to the Sign Up Genius form: http://arkanddove.org/advent_wreath 
 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL ONLINE Welcome to Presbyterians Today’s Advent and Christmas 
devotional, “Let Us Light Candles: Matthew 25 and the work of Advent.” This extended online 
devotional — taking us not just through Advent but through Christmastide and ending with 
Epiphany, Jan. 6 — brings to you the inspiring words in Howard Thurman’s poem “I Will Light 
Candles This Christmas.” Advent Devotional: Introduction 
 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SHARING 2020 
As part of our mission ministry, Ark & Dove is participating again in the Christmas Holiday Sharing 
Program organized by The Anne Arundel County Department of Social Services. Through this 
partnership we share some of our blessings and provide Christmas gifts to children in our 
community. Sign-ups will be online. Ark & Dove participants will still purchase gifts for each child, 
but for COVID-19 safety, shopping and delivery will vary to some extent according to the needs 
and preferences of the Holiday Sharing families. To manage this we will have several team 
captains to serve as the points of contact for the Holiday Sharing families and the Ark & Dove 
participants. We still expect to need help with delivery, but that will be known later. Detailed 
instructions will be provided when you sign up, and we will provide the sign-up information soon. 
For more information now please contact Greg Makar (GLMakar@juno.com, 301-483-8255). 
 
CAMPFIRE QUARRELS Join us around a campfire on church grounds the second Wednesday of the 
month for a healthy conversation over the controversies of our times. Bring a chair, non-alcoholic 
beverage, and s’more supplies (if you like), bug repellant, the intention to social distance, and we 
will enjoy each other’s company as we create faithful responses to the conflicts of our time. We will 
meet December 9, 7-8:30 pm. The subject will be Capitalism and Its Alternatives. Please RSVP with 
Pastor Jon (jnelson@arkanddove.org) as we have limited space to maintain social distancing around 
the fire. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F45ADAE29A75-advent
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/


 
LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY Every Wednesday at 10 am, we gather online for fellowship, Bible 
study on the upcoming Sunday scriptures, and prayer. This has been and continues to be a great 
way to deepen friendships and faith. Please join us, there is no commitment or homework. Contact 
Pastor Jon for the Zoom invitation (jnelson@arkanddove.org). 
 
WEEKLY LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES LOGOS has begun; check your email Tuesdays! LOGOS is Ark 
and Dove's midweek intergenerational experience for children and youth up to 8th grade. It is a 
time for all ages to come together to learn about God and grow in their relationships. Unlike 
previous years, we will not be meeting in the church building. Instead, each week will have a 
different family-centered activity to do either at home or outside at church. There will be crafts, 
games, bible study, and opportunities for worship and mission. If you’d like to get on the weekly 
emailing list, please contact Amy Goldberg at amygoldberg.2010@gmail.com. If you’re interested in 
volunteering, please contact Jen Roman at jroman8414@gmail.com. 
 
PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING Through your participation in the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering, our church extends Christ’s peace throughout our community. The Peace and 
Global Witness Offering will be used to support ACT, as we support peace in Anne Arundel County. 
This offering is currently underfunded! Thank you for your support, as we weather one of the most 
difficult times in our history--together! You can donate online, by text (text amount followed by 
peace to 410-983- 3481) or by check. Cheryl Schafer, Mission Elder, csscas@verizon.net. 
 
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP Sunday Fellowship after the live-stream church service continues! Via a 
ZOOM meeting, of course. If you'd like to join in for some light conversation and have a chance to 
see some familiar faces, simply send an email to fellowship@arkanddove.org to request an 
invitation. We will then send you a link to the Zoom meeting. You only need to do this one time, 
and you can use the same link each week. The meetings begin around 11:15 each Sunday. It will 
be great to "see" you! Nicole Howe, nicolehowe123@gmail.com. 
 
FRIENDLY SENIORS TEA Thursdays at 3:00 pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Tim 
(tstern@arkanddove.org) to receive an invitation. 
 
 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Presbyterian Mission 

*** 
Welcome!  We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us! Join us again, on livestream, every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
Would you like a pastor to contact you? Would you like to learn more about Ark and Dove? Please send a note 

to admin@arkanddove.org. We look forward to building a warm faith community together. 
 

Lay Reader: Steve Debus 
 

DONATE ONLINE!  
Or TEXT your donations! 410-983-3481 

Text give to get started. Text commands for more options. 
 

 8424 Piney Orchard Parkway  Odenton, Maryland 21113, www.arkanddove.org, 410-674-6400 
 

TIMOTHY STERN – PASTOR                                                                                JONATHAN NELSON – ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
MARGARET MCGILLIVRAY– DIRECTOR OF MUSIC                                             PATRICK SISE –  DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC          
PASTOR BETSY BAER – PARISH ASSOCIATE                                                                                                                    
PASTORS CAROLINE PRICE-GIBSON AND STEPHEN PRICE-GIBSON – PARISH ASSOCIATES                      ONE LICENSE #A-713332 
KARLA KOLL, COSTA RICA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                                                                  CCLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 813863 
REV. ELIANE MENEZES, CEDEPCA, GUATEMALA – MISSION CO-WORKER                       CVLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 501557220 
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