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PRAYER FOR THE DAY 
O God, author and giver of all good things, as we assemble now for worship in places all around 
the community and the country, strengthen our hearts and this worshipping community.  Plant in 
our lives the love of your name; increase in us true faith; nourish us with all goodness, and bring 
forth in us the fruit of good works.  Amen. 
 



PRELUDE  
Sarabande                                - Alexander Tansman 

 
THE PRESENTATION OF SCRIPTURE                      

 

INVOCATION  
In you, O Holy One, we have our preservation and bliss. 
In you, O Christ, we have our brother and our restoration. 
In you, O Spirit, we find marvelous plenteous grace. 
Teach us to believe that, by worshiping together and that by these gifts of grace, 
All shall be well. 
And all shall be well. 
And all manner of things shall be well. 

- Julia of Norwich, edited 
 

HYMN NO. 306 
 Blest Be the Tie that Binds                                                - Johann Georg Nägeli 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
We confess, God of Mercy, that seven months ago we did not appreciate essential workers 
and that often they were invisible to us, although in plain sight.  We admit that we have 
taken healthcare professionals for granted.  We concede that since 9/11 our gratitude for 
first responders has waned.  We acknowledge that we have grumbled about public 
servants, held them to a higher standard than we have held ourselves, and that we have 
taken our freedoms for granted.  On this Labor Day weekend, and in this worship silence, 
reset our hearts that we may again recognize our interconnectedness and dependence 
upon our neighbors near and far. 
 
HYMN NO. 437 
 You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy                                        - Richard D. Wetzel 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
RESPONSE 

All the People Said Amen                             - Matt Maher, Paul Moak & Trevor Morgan 
 
WELCOME, LIVE-STREAM CHECK-IN, AND JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
THE OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

It Is Well                   - Philip Bliss, arr. Wyrtzen/McGillivray 
Margaret McGillivray, Todd Stubbs, Callum McGillivray-Stubbs 

 
 DEDICATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, ELECTRONIC AND ONLINE GIVING 
 
 RESPONSE                      

 The Doxology                - Patrick Sise & William B. Abernathy                                      
 



PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING   Exodus 12:1-14  
 
EPISTLE READING     James 1:22-25 
 
GOSPEL READING     Matthew 18:15-20 

 
RESPONSE 
Leader:    The Word of God.      
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                               “Essential Workers”                                                - Tim Stern 
 
THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, debts & debtors)    

 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

Gather at the River                                                                       - Joel Lindsey & Regie Hamm 
 

THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 
CLOSING MUSIC 

Be Thou My Vision                                                           - Slane, arr. Labenske 
 

*** 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                                                        
HEALING THROUGH GRIEF Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Matthew 5:4 
Pastor Tim, Deacon Cathy Debus and Linnie Girdner will be co-facilitating the next Healing 
Through Grief group on Wednesday, September 9, 7 pm, on ZOOM. The Healing Through Grief 
small group is open to anyone attending Ark and Dove (and their family), who have experienced 
the death of a loved one, whether it is recent or a long time ago. While quarantining during COVID-
19, many have found grieving for lost loved ones, even from years ago, a difficult thing to bear. 
Please let us know if you have the slightest inclination to attend on September 9, so that we can 
send you the link to the ZOOM meeting. Questions? Please contact Pastor Tim Stern at 
tstern@arkanddove.org or 410-674-6400 or me, Linnie Girdner, at girdnerlinda@gmail.com or 
410-999-7892. 
 
GODLY PLAY Our Sunday school program for grades K-5, will begin on Sunday, September 13. 
Classes take place via Zoom each Sunday from 9:00- 9:40 am. Our host welcomes the child(ren), 
the storyteller tells a story and then leads the children in reflection and wondering. Normally, our 
class would involve a work/creative response time as well, so our Godly Play team is putting 
together response bags containing art supplies and other materials for the children to keep at 
home for personal use. If you are interested in getting a bag for your child(ren), they will be 
available in the church parking lot for pickup (please wear a mask) on Wednesday, September 9, 
5:30- 6:30 pm, and Saturday, September 12, 10:00- 11:00 am. We can also make arrangements to 
have a bag delivered to you. If you have any questions about Godly Play or would like to be put on 
our list to receive zoom invitations, please contact Julie Devers, Christian Education Elder, at 
jbdevers@gmail.com.  
 



CONFRONTING HOPELESSNESS, THWARTING DIVISION This month we begin collecting for the 
Peace and Global Witness Offering. This offering will be used to support ACT (Anne Arundel 
Connecting Together) as we support peace in Anne Arundel County. The 2020 Peace and Global 
Witness Offering encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and division, and 
embrace God’s mission for peace for those just around the corner. 
  
Shaping a foundation for peace starts with honest conversations and shared experiences. When 
we share, we carry each other’s burdens, advocate for one another, and share each other’s 
hopes. Faith groups around Anne Arundel County have come together to share what is important 
to residents of Anne Arundel County. The Peace and Global Witness Offering unites our church 
with other faith groups and partnerships as we reach out to people who long for peace and 
reconciliation. Blessed are the peacemakers.  Please give generously as we promote peace in Anne 
Arundel County. You may donate on line, text, or by check. With sincere thanks, Cheryl Schafer, 
Mission Elder, csscas@verizon.net. 

 
CRAFTING GROUP Calling all knitters and crocheters! Please join us for a virtual get together and 
bring whatever project you are working on. We are a laid back group that hopes to support and 
inspire creativity during these times of social distancing. We meet on the first Wednesday and 
third Monday evening of each month from 7:00- 8:00 pm. All skill levels and handcrafts are 
welcome. If you are interested in joining our next meeting please contact Amy Tardiff at 

! lilac.n.spruce@gmail.com
 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP Sunday Fellowship after the live-stream church service continues! Via a 
ZOOM meeting, of course. If you'd like to join in for some light conversation and have a chance to 
see some familiar faces, simply send an email to fellowship@arkanddove.org to request an 
invitation. We will then send you a link to the Zoom meeting. You only need to do this one time, 
and you can use the same link each week. The meetings begin around 11:15 each Sunday. It will 
be great to "see" you! Nicole Howe, nicolehowe123@gmail.com. 
 
FRIENDLY SENIORS TEA Thursdays at 3:00 pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Tim 
(tstern@arkanddove.org) to receive an invitation. 
 

FALL KICK-OFF 
 

CONFLICTED: Exploring Conflict and How it Might Help Us Today We are embroiled in conflict. 
As a nation, we are at odds with others and our own. As citizens, we are polarized. As a Church, we 
differ from one another. As families, we fight. In this pandemic, international and national conflicts 
have increased. During this racial reckoning, divisions have widened. How do we handle these 
conflicts? 
 
Join us for a 5-week course addressing biblical and contemporary conflicts from the international 
to the interpersonal. Each week, we will study certain conflicts to see how we might deal with the 
ones we face today. 

 Week One: International Conflicts (Indian Independence and Israel’s Exodus) 
 Week Two: National Conflicts (The Tulsa Massacre and the Genocidal Scheme     
against the Jews) 
 Week Three: Local Conflicts (Resource Disputes and Tax-Collectors) 
 Week Four: Church Conflicts (Inclusive Christianity and Gentile Christians) 
 Week Five: Interpersonal Conflicts (Political Arguments and Family Disputes) 

 

https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
https://www.arkanddove.org/site/donate.asp?sec_id=180010855
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This class will be co-led by Katie Nilsen Johnson (who recently earned a Masters in Peace and 
Conflict Studies), Grant Johnson, and Pastor Jon. We will begin at 7:30 on September 15. Please 
contact Pastor Jon for a Zoom link (jnelson@arkanddove.org). 
 
BEING GRATEFUL IN DIFFICULT TIMES Coming in October! We all know the joy of a surprise gift, 
good news, or a great achievement -- all of those things eliciting feelings of gratitude. But these days, 
full of grief, worry, and uncertainty did not easily nurture a sense of thanks. Indeed, they seem to be 
gnawing away our hearts and our hopes. 
 
So what of gratitude now? When we don't feel grateful? In a 6-part course based on her recent book, 
Grateful, Diana Butler Bass takes us into a journey to understand what gratitude is, how it can 
strengthen us as individuals and in community, and the surprising ways in which it subverts 
hopelessness and injustice. In addition to lectures and mini-practice sessions, Diana will be joined by 
other writers in conversation about how giving thanks has made a difference in their own lives. 
 
Join us for this course wherein, we will watch brief videos and have discussion over the content. 
Purchasing Bass’ Grateful, will be helpful but not necessary. Class size is limited to 25. Please 
contact Kim Champagne to sign up (kim.champagne@gmail.com) 
 
CAMPFIRE QUARRELS Join us around a campfire on church grounds the second Wednesday of 
the month for a healthy conversation over the controversies of our times. Bring a chair, non-
alcoholic beverage, and s’more supplies (if you like), bug repellant, the intention to social distance, 
and we will enjoy each other’s company as we create faithful responses to the conflicts of our time. 
We will meet from 7-8:30 pm. 

 September 9: Riots and Property Damage 
 October 14: Cancel Culture 
 November 11: Presidential Support/Opposition 
 December 9: Capitalism and its Alternatives 

Please RSVP with Pastor Jon (jnelson@arkanddove.org) as we have limited space to maintain 
social distancing around the fire. 

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY Every Wednesday at 10 am, we gather online for fellowship, Bible 
study on the upcoming Sunday scriptures, and prayer. This has been and continues to be a great 
way to deepen friendships and faith. Please join us, there is no commitment or homework. Contact 
Pastor Jon for the Zoom invitation (jnelson@arkanddove.org). 
 
OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT Several middle school youth read Stamped this Summer in order to 
help us understand the racial reckoning of our time. Next Friday night, September 11 at 7:30 pm, 
we will host a viewing of Just Mercy on church grounds. Those who read Stamped are invited, but 
the invitation is also open to youth of the congregation in general. We need to know if you plan to 
attend, so we can meet safety measures and comply with restrictions. In addition, youth will be 
asked to sign a covenant that covers precautions we will take that night. Contact Pastor Jon 
(jnelson@arkanddove.org). 
 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP High School youth group (9th-12th grade) will kick-off on 
September 13, 4:30-6 pm. Our first gathering will be outside in the field, but we will have a mix 
of online and in-person gatherings going forward, as safety permits. All youth wishing to gather in-
person outside will be asked to sign a covenant that outlines our safety precautions. We will send 
that to you next week. Please contact Pastor Jon for any questions (jnelson@arkanddove.org). 
 

mailto:jnelson@arkanddove.org


LOGOS Please join us online for a LOGOS parent's info session on September 15 at 6pm. LOGOS 
is Ark and Dove's midweek intergenerational experience for children and youth up to 8th grade. It 
is a time for all ages to come together to learn about God and grow in their relationships. At the 
meeting, you can hear about how we will be doing things differently due to Covid-19 this year and 
have your questions answered. Unlike previous years, we will not be meeting in the church 
building. Instead, each week will have a different family-centered activity to do either at home or 
outside at church. There will also be opportunities to connect and build relationships with others 
in our church community. Sign up here to receive a login link for zoom or get on our mailing list. 
For any questions or if you're interested in connecting, contact Jen Roman at 
jroman8414@gmail.com  

 

 
*** 

Welcome!  We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us! Join us again, on livestream, every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
 

Lay Reader: Christy Yeager 
 

DONATE ONLINE!  
Or TEXT your donations! 410-983-3481 

Text give to get started. Text commands for more options. 
 

 8424 Piney Orchard Parkway  Odenton, Maryland 21113, www.arkanddove.org, 410-674-6400 
 

TIMOTHY STERN – PASTOR                                                                            JONATHAN NELSON – ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
MARGARET MCGILLIVRAY– DIRECTOR OF MUSIC                                          PATRICK SISE –  DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC          
PASTOR BETSY BAER – PARISH ASSOCIATE                                                                                                                    
PASTORS CAROLINE PRICE-GIBSON AND STEPHEN PRICE-GIBSON – PARISH ASSOCIATES                                     ONE LICENSE #A-713332 
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